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OPINION

Ben Crump Pledges 50k to Black Press
The Conrad Hilton 

Hotel in Washing-
ton, D.C., pulsed 
with history and 

urgency as the Black 
Press of America gathered 
for its Annual National 
Leadership Awards and 
Reception.

The evening honored 
House Minority Lead-
er Hakeem Jeff ries, Con-
gressional Black Caucus 
Chair Yvette Clarke, and 
Communications Work-
ers of America President 
Claude Cummings Jr.

Cummings, who now 
serves on the executive 
committee of the Dem-
ocratic National Com-
mittee, put the night into 
sharp focus.

“Democrats need to 
spend money now with 
the Black Press,”  Cum-
mings told “Let It Be 
Known,” the Black Press 
morning news show, on 
the red carpet. “The Black 
Press has always been that 
vehicle in our community 
that we’ve all needed and 
that has always been the 
trusted voice. With what’s 
happening in Washington 
and what they are trying 
to do to our community 
and our history, everyone 
should be supporting the 
Black Press of America.”

For decades, the Black 

Press has stood as the trust-
ed voice for African Ameri-
cans, telling stories ignored 
or distorted elsewhere. It 
carried the mutilated im-
age of Emmett Till when 
white newspapers looked 
away. It published the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s words when others la-
beled him a troublemaker. 
It guided families through 
Jim Crow’s terror and 
chronicled the triumphs 
and tragedies of migration, 
struggle, and resilience.

Despite its contribu-
tions to the U.S. histori-
cally and today, the Black 
Press, two years before 
its 200th anniversary, is 
fi ghting for its life.

Attorney Ben Crump, 
known as “Black Amer-
ica’s Attorney General,” 
took the stage, with a plan 
to uplift the Black Press in 
a major way.

“I wanted to come and 
publicly demonstrate my 
appreciation to the Black 
Press because right now in 
America, like we’ve never 
seen before in our lifetime, 
they have declared war 
on Black literature, Black 
history, Black culture, 
Black media, Black sci-
ence, Black health, Black 
communities, everything 
Black in every corner of 
this American society to-

day,” Crump said. And 
so, they’ve declared war 
on the First Amendment. 
I mean, they’re attacking 
our narratives.”

In a room fi lled with 
African American lead-
ers, including Derrick 
Johnson, national presi-
dent of the NAACP, and 
Leon Russell, chair of 
the board, Crump em-
phasized the importance 
of the Black Press in the 
fi ght for justice.

“So now more than 
ever, we have to make 
sure that we have insti-
tutions that are dissemi-
nating information to our 
people, being the clarion 
call for us to be able to be 
ready to stand up for our 
children and our com-

munities, to be ready to 
speak up for our children 
and communities, and to 
be ready to fi ght for our 
children in the communi-
ty,” he said. “And nobody 
carries the Black narra-
tive and the Black infor-
mation to Black commu-
nities more passionately 
than the Black Press.”

Despite the Trump ad-
ministration’s policies af-
fecting Black people na-
tionwide and the feder-
al cuts to diversity, equi-
ty and inclusion (DEI), 
Crump told the crowd 
that there is no need to 
rely on the president 
to support the African 
American communities.

“This attack on DEI 
and everything— they’re 

cutting funding to all our 
institutions. And it isn’t 
right, but part of me says 
that’s OK,” he said. “We 
don’t need them to save 
us. We are going to save 
ourselves. We are all we 
need.”

He also off ered a major 
call to action.

“Everybody’s got to 
give a little more when 
they can. If you’ve been 
blessed, you’ve got to pass 
the blessings on. You just 
can’t keep it to yourself,” 
Crump told the packed 
ballroom. “Because, like 
Dr. King said, we all got a 
role to play. The Black law-
yers got a role to play. The 
Black doctors got a role 
to play. The Black bank-
ers got a role to play. The 
Black insurance agents, 
Black funeral homes.”

The attorney empha-
sized that fi ghting for eq-
uity does not always mean 
taking to the streets to 
protest.

“I understand every-
body can’t be on the front 
line with the NAACP and 
Black Lives Matter, and 
us, but that doesn’t mean 
you don’t have a role to 
play when you get a seat at 
the table,” he said.“When 
you are inside the room 
and you have got a voice, 
you got a role to play. And 

so, you can’t be afraid to 
speak truth to power.”

Crump Pledges $50K 
to Black Press

After exhorting the 
crowd, the attorney ended 
his address with a surprise 
announcement.

Crump pledged 
$50,000 to the Black 
Press, structured at 
$10,000 a year for fi ve 
years.

“And so I want to pres-
ent this donation to the 
Black Press for $50,000,” 
Crump said. “Because 
right now we’ve got to 
support our own.”

But he was not con-
tent with his own gift. He 
planted a seed, encourag-
ing others to dare to water 
it. With the bicentennial of 
the Black Press approach-
ing, supporters are be-
ing urged to step forward 
through sponsorships, ad-
vertising, and partnerships 
to ensure that this trusted 
source for the Black com-
munity remains alive, with 
an offi  cial GoFundMe 
page for donations.

“That’s why I’m mak-
ing this donation to the 
Black Press,” Crump de-
clared, his words cutting 
with urgency. “Because 
right now the Black Press 
is needed more than ever 
before.” 

Attorney Ben Crump, known as “Black America’s attorney general,” 
is pledging $50,000 to support the Black Press of America. Credit: 

Robert R. Roberts/The Washington Informer

News

POTTER MOTIVATION

 By Rusty Potter

When King Solo-
mon was given the 
opportunity to ask 
God for anything, 

he did not request wealth, 
fame, or power.  Instead, he 
humbly asked for wisdom and 
knowledge.  This decision not 
only set him apart as one of the 
wisest leaders in history, but it 
also teaches us a lesson:  true 
success begins with the pursuit 
of learning.

In today’s world, educa-
tion is one of the most power-
ful tools we can possess.  It is 
more valuable than gold, more 
enduring than fame.  A strong 
education opens doors that ig-
norance keeps locked.  It pre-
pares young people to compete 
in a global economy, equips 
adults to adapt to change, and 

strengthens entire communi-
ties.

Too often, we underestimate 
the importance of learning be-
cause the benefi ts are not al-
ways immediate.  But like King 
Solomon, who recognized the 
long-term value of wisdom, we 
must invest in education with a 
vision.  Knowledge is not just 
about facts and fi gures - it is 
about developing the ability to 
think critically, solve problems, 
and make decisions that shape 
our future.

Consider the world around 
us:  technology is advancing, 
industries are moving forward, 
and opportunities are chang-
ing.  Those who commit them-
selves to learning, whether 
through formal schooling, vo-
cational training, or self-study, 
are the ones who rise above 
limitations.  Education gives 

us the ability to adapt, inno-
vate, and lead.  Without it, we 
risk being left behind.

But education is not only 
about personal success - it is 
also about community prog-
ress.  When one person pursues 
knowledge, they uplift others.  

A well-educated workforce at-
tracts businesses. An informed 
community makes better deci-
sions.  A literate society builds 
stronger families, safer neigh-
borhoods, and brighter fu-
tures for our children.  Every 
diploma earned, every book 
read, and every skill mastered 
contributes to the collective 
strength of our city.

To the young people, do not 
take your education for grant-
ed.  Every day in school is a 
step toward your destiny.  Ev-
ery class attended is an in-
vestment in your future.  The 
homework you complete, the 
test you take, the challeng-
es you face - they are not just 
tasks, they are stepping stones 
toward a greater future.  

Solomon’s wisdom began 
with his willingness to ask for 
it.  You, too, must be willing to 

seek knowledge with determi-
nation.

To parents and leaders:  let 
us create a community that 
values education as much as 
Solomon valued wisdom.  En-
courage reading at home, cele-
brate academic achievements, 
and invest in programs that 
provide your children with op-
portunities.  When we uplift 
education, we uplift genera-
tions.

Education is not easy, but 
it is worth it.  It requires sac-
rifi ce, discipline, and persever-
ance.  Yet, the reward is a life 
enriched with possibilities and 
purpose.

Like King Solomon, let us 
pursue wisdom.  For in knowl-
edge, we fi nd freedom.  In wis-
dom, we fi nd strength.   And 
in education, we fi nd the key to 
building a brighter tomorrow.

The Power of Education: A Lesson from King Solomon

Rusty Potter

Prentiss Smith

 By Prentiss Smith

Igrew up in Ruston, 
La, just a few miles 
from Grambling State 
University, which was 

really cool.  It warms my 
heart to think about all 
the good times my friends 
and I had in Grambling. 
It was a great time. 

When people hear the 
name Grambling State 
University, a certain pride 
stirs—one rooted in excel-
lence, tradition, and a his-
tory that has echoed far 
beyond the piney woods 
of North Louisiana. 

Grambling is not just a 
school; it is a living insti-
tution of culture, achieve-
ment, and legacy that has 
touched every corner of 
the globe.

For as long as I can re-
member, Grambling has 
been synonymous with 
greatness. Its world-re-
nowned World Famed Ti-
ger Marching Band has 
entertained audiences 
from Super Bowls to inter-
national stages, reminding 
us all of the power of mu-
sic, rhythm, and spirit to 
unite communities and in-
spire ge nerations. 

Few universities can 
claim a band so celebrated 
that it is itself an ambassa-
dor of culture, represent-
ing the pride of historical-
ly Black colleges and uni-
versities (HBCUs) to au-
diences worldwide.

Equally legendary is 
Grambling’s football tra-
dition, built under the 
steady hand of the iconic 

Coach Eddie Robinson. 
For 56 seasons, Robin-
son not only piled up 408 
victories—making him 
the winningest 
coach in college 
football histo-
ry—but also 
shaped the lives 
of thousands of 
young men. 

Under his 
g u i d a n c e , 
more than 200 
players went 
on to careers in the NFL, 
and several became mem-
bers of the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame. But Robin-
son’s greatest gift was not 
just developing athletes; 
it was instilling discipline, 
character, and leadership 
in young men who went 
on to succeed on and off  

the fi eld.
Grambling State Uni-

versity’s infl uence stretch-
es far beyond its athletic 

fi elds and per-
formance halls. 
It is a beacon 
of opportunity, 
a place where 
education and 
culture con-
verge to cre-
ate leaders, in-
novators, and 
changemakers. 

I have had a ringside seat 
to all the progress, but to-
day, this proud institution 
faces the same challenges 
that confront many HB-
CUs: underfunding, limit-
ed resources, and the lack 
of ongoing large donor 
support that many of the 
larger mainstream institu-

tions enjoy.  The volatility 
of this Administration to-
ward education has made 
things even worse.  Now, 
more than ever, there is 
pressing need for alumni 
and donors to step up and 
invest in Grambling’s fu-
ture.  

Grambling’s history is 
secure—but its future de-
pends on whether those 
who love and admire the 
university are willing to 
give back.

Supporting Grambling 
means more than writ-
ing a check; it is about 
preserving a legacy. It is 
about ensuring that the 
next generation of stu-
dents has access to the 
same transformative ex-
periences, whether in the 
classroom, on the stage, or 

on the fi eld, that shaped 
so many lives before.

The story of Gram-
bling State Universi-
ty is not fi nished—it is 
still being written every 
day. And it calls upon 
us, especially alumni and 
friends, to make sure that 
the chapters yet to come 
are as bold and inspiring 
as those already penned.

As Coach Eddie Rob-
inson once said: “Lead-
ership, like coaching, is 
fi ghting for the hearts and 
souls of men and getting 
them to believe in you.” 
Now is the time for us to 
believe in Grambling—
to fi ght for its heart and 
soul—by giving it the 
support it deserves! And 
that’s my take. smith-
pren@aol.com

Grambling State University: A Legacy Worth Supporting




