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MISS LINCOLN PREPARATORY SCHODL

PREPCHELLA 2026:

Lincoln Preparatory

School Celebrates 10
Years of Panther Pride

GRAMBLING, La. — Lincoln Preparatory
School is preparing to celebrate a major milestone
this fall as the Panther Family marks the school’s
10-year anniversary with PREPCHELLA: The
Decennial Celebration, a special Homecoming ex-
perience scheduled for October 5-9, 2026.

Presented by the Merit Administration, PREP-
CHELLA will transform Homecoming Week into a
celebration of Lincoln Prep’s first decade—honor-
ing the students, families, educators, alumni, sup-
porters, traditions and memories that have helped
shape the school since its establishment in 2016.

Ten Years. One Legacy. One Panther Family.

The 2026 celebration represents more than a tradi-
tional Homecoming. It is an opportunity for the entire
Panther community to reflect on 10 years of growth,
perseverance, achievement and Panther Pride while
looking ahead to the school’s next chapter.

Throughout the week, Lincoln Prep plans to
bring together current students and staff, alumni,
former employees, families and community sup-
porters for a series of activities designed to make
the school’s 10th anniversary one to remember.
The PREPCHELILA theme brings a festival-style
energy to this year’s celebration, with the school
embracing the excitement, color and atmosphere
of a major homecoming experience.

Meet the 2026-2027 Royal Court

Adding to the excitement, Lincoln Preparatory
School has announced members of its 2026-2027
Royal Court, elected by the student body.

Miss Lincoln Preparatory School is Zamiyah
Page, joined by C’Terryca Glover, Miss Senior;
Jamyah Graham, Miss Junior; Jelayah Hicks, Miss
Sophomore; and Chloe Clemons, Miss Fresh-
man. The Middle School Royal Court and Stu-
dent Government Association will also represent
the Panther Family. Alijah A. Wright will serve as
SGA President, alongside Demarion Marray, Vice
President, and Zyiah West, Secretary-Treasurer.
Grade-level representatives and Little Miss honor-
ees will represent grades five through eight.

Lincoln Prep’s youngest Panthers will also be
part of the tradition, with Merica Benton, TyTiera
Singleton, True Jackson, Somma Cain and Tyra
Jones serving as Little Miss representatives for kin-
dergarten through fourth grade.

Together, these students will have a special place in a
Homecoming year unlike any other in Lincoln Prep his-
tory. See PREPCHELILA Page 2
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Buc-e¢’s CEO’s Comments Spark
Backlash and Boycott Calls

By Lena W. Claybon

uc-ee’s hasn’t even
opened the doors
to its new Ruston
travel center yet,
but comments from the
popular chain’s CEO are
stirring controversy and
prompting some consum-

ers to call for a boycott.

Arch “Beaver” Aplin
II1, co-founder and CEO
of the Texas-based travel
center chain, drew atten-
tion following remarks he
made August 17 at the
grand opening of a new
Buc-ee’s in Benton, Ar-
kansas.

“We have a lot of op-
portunities. We’re grow-
ing. We’re building in a
lot of places,” Aplin told
the crowd. “But when
you find a conservative,
business-friendly  state
with a phenomenal work-
force, it makes a differ-
ence.”

Aplin went further, say-
ing he was “starting to re-
alize life’s too short to
try to build in places that
people don’t appreci-
ate what you’re bringing
versus a place like this,
where people do appreci-
ate what you’re building.”

See Buc-ee’s Page 2

Buc-ee’s CEO, Arch “Beaver” Aplin lll, speaks to attendees

Andrew Young, Eric Holder reflect on the state
of civil, voting rights after court decisions

By William J. Ford

hen Andrew
Young rose
from his mo-
torized chair
and took his seat on stage
last Friday, he received
rousing applause.

U.S. Rep. Shomari Fig-
ures, an Alabama Demo-
crat, recounted Young’s
storied journey. Pastor.
Mayor of Atlanta. Con-
gressman. U.S. ambas-
sador to the United Na-
tions. Civil rights icon.

Working alongside
the Rev. Martin Luther
King ]Jr., Young played a
key role with other civil
rights leaders in secur-
ing support for Congress
to pass the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 and the Vot-
ing Rights of Act of 1965.
Now 94, Young is among
the few surviving mem-

wits L
From left, Andrew Young, Eric Holder and Rep. Shomari Figures
(D-Ala.) participate in a panel discussion Friday at the Congressio-
nal Black Caucus Foundation’s 55th annual legislation conference in
Washington, D.C. (Photo by William J. Ford/Maryland Matters)

“All that I’ve been able
to do, all that Shomari has
been able to do, all that
Congresswoman  (Terri)
Sewell has been able to do,
is as a result of the great
work, the sacrifices, the
commitment, the determi-
nation and the courage of
this man,” Holder said.

bers of King’s inner circle.

“One thing I really
want to make sure that
everybody understands.
That we are in the pres-
ence here of a legend,”
said former U.S. Attor-
ney General Eric Holder,
the nation’s first Black at-
torney general.

President Lemelle is surrounded by students, faculty, staff and friends of the University at Opening of Student Success Center

Grambling State University Celebrates Opening of New Student Success Center

GRAMBLING, La. —
Grambling State Univer-
sity celebrated the open-
ing of its new Student
Success Center on Fri-
day, Sept. 4, marking a
major milestone in the

University’s
investment in

experience.

continued
student
success and the campus

University leaders, stu-
dents, project partners,
and members of the cam-

pus community gathered
for the ribbon-cutting
ceremony to official-
ly open the three-story,
60,000-square-foot  fa-
cility, which brings key
student services into one

central location.

The Student Success
Center houses Campus
Living and Housing,
University College and
academic support ser-
vices, Career and Pro-

fessional Development,
Admissions and Recruit-
ment, and Financial Aid.
The centralized model
is designed to improve
access, coordination,
and service delivery for

But the landmark legis-
lation that Young helped
draft has been upended
by legal challenges, with
the U.S. Supreme Court
recently dealing the Vot-
ing Rights Act a blow. In
April, the nation’s highest
court ruled in Callais v.
Louisiana that the state’s
use of race-based redis-
tricting amounted to an
“unconstitutional racial
gerrymander.”

“What worries me
about this moment now
is that this administra-
tion, aided by this Su-
preme Court, is bound
and determined to take
us back to a time that
I thought, that we all
thought, that might have
been behind us,” Holder
said. Said Young: “I don’t
know where we are now.”

See Andrew Young
Page 3
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students as they move
through the enrollment,
academic support, hous-
ing, financial aid, and ca-
reer development experi-
ence.

See Grambling Page 2
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OPINION
They Have Forgotten Who They Work For

By Prentiss Smith

here is something pro-
foundly wrong with Ameri-
can politics, and it has little
to do with whether a politi-
cian wears a red tie or a blue one.

It is much more fundamental
than that, and I have written about
it on several occasions. These po-
liticians take us for granted. I think
they think we are all “dupes.”

Politicians at every level of go-
vernment—Ilocal, state and fede-
ral—appear to have forgotten who
they work for.

I have seen many a politician
change before my eyes. We elect
them. We pay their salaries. We fi-
nance their offices, their staffs,
their travel and, in many cases,
their generous benefits.

And yet, somewhere along the
way, far too many elected officials
have developed the attitude that
they are somehow above the peo-
ple who hired them—us, the regu-
lar citizens.

That isn’t public service. That’s
arrogance. Think about the ar-
rangement. The average Ameri-

can worries about whether they
can afford health insurance, whe-
ther their employer will continue
to provide it.

Meanwhile, politicians here in
Shreveport and around the coun-
try, routinely enjoy taxpayer-sup-
ported compensation and benefits
that are considerably more secure
than those available to many of the
people paying for them.

That disconnect should bother all
of us. And it isn’t just Washington. I
see it in state capitols. I see it in city
halls. I see it in parish and coun-
ty governments. I see it on school
boards and other public bodies.

They become accustomed to the
power. They become accustomed
to the perks.

They become accustomed to be-
ing surrounded by people who tell
them how important they are.

Public office was never supposed
to be a pathway to privilege. It was
supposed to be a responsibility. We
see people go to Washington as a
pauper, and come back a million-
aire. I think that is wrong, and so
do the majority of Americans.

I have always believed that the

Prentiss Smith

citizen is the boss. The politician is
the employee.

It really isn’t complicated.

If T owned a company, and one of
my employees consistently ignored
customers, wasted the company’s
money and refused to listen to the
people paying the bills, that emplo-
yee probably wouldn’t last very long,
and that is the way it should be.

We struggle with the cost of
health care while they debate po-
licies that often have little connec-

tion to the reality experienced by
working families.

We worry about crime, educa-
tion, housing and the cost of sim-
ply surviving while politicians be-
come consumed with reelection,
fundraising, party loyalty and pro-
tecting their political careers.

And when citizens object, we are
often told to wait. Wait for the next
election. Wait for the next legisla-
tive session. Wait for the next bud-
get. Wait for the next committee
hearing.

But government doesn’t get to
tell the people who pay the bills to
wait indefinitely while politicians
continue collecting their pay-
checks.

There is a word for what elected
officials are supposed to practice:
Accountability.

It means remembering that eve-
ry public dollar ultimately belongs
to the public. It means remember-
ing that every government office
exists because taxpayers created
and funded it.

It means remembering that the
people standing outside the halls
of government are not subjects.

Quit Holding Back

They are the owners.

And perhaps most importantly,
it means remembering that politi-
cal power is temporary. Every poli-
tician eventually leaves office.

Did you remember who paid
your salary? These are not partisan
questions.

We don’t need politicians who
believe they are our rulers. We
need public servants who under-
stand they are our representatives.

The sheer arrogance of a public
official who forgets that the person
standing before them is not an in-
convenience, a nuisance or an ad-
versary—but the very person who
makes their job possible—is diffi-
cult to understand.

Perhaps we need to return to a
simpler understanding of public
service. You were elected to serve.
You were not elected to rule. You
were entrusted with power. You
were not given ownership of it.

And one day, the voters will de-
cide whether you deserve another
opportunity to serve. Until then,
remember who you work for.

And that’s my take. smithpren@
aol.com

By Rusty Potter

Then, after the hugs and laugh-

his past Labor Day week-
class
unions were held across
our area. Old classmates
laughed,
shared old memories, took pic-
tures, and talked about the good
old days. For many, it had been
years since they had seen one

end, several

gathered together,

another.

Class reunions have a way of

making you reflect.

You look around the room and
remember who people were in
high school. You remember the
athlete, the smartest student, the
quiet person, and the person ev-
eryone believed was destined to

do something great.

Buc-ee’s From Page 1

He also described a “con-
servative, business-friend-
ly, family-oriented” philoso-
phy that he said works better
when it “trickles down” from
state and local political lead-
ership — including gover-
nors, members of Congress,
senators, mayors and repre-
sentatives.

The remarks have gener-
ated criticism online, partic-
ularly from consumers who
believe Aplin unnecessarily
injected partisan politics into
a brand patronized by people
across the political spectrum.

Some critics interpreted
the comments as suggesting
that people in Democrat-
ic-leaning states do not share
Buc-ee’s values or would not
“appreciate” what the com-
pany brings to their commu-
nities. Others see it as a dog
whistle for Maga-leaning pol-
itics and questioned why po-
litical ideology should factor
into deciding which com-
munities receive the jobs and
economic development asso-
ciated with a new Buc-ee’s.

Calls to boycott the chain
have followed. The San An-
tonio Express-News reported
that one Instagram post calling
for a Buc-ee’s boycott received
nearly 89,000 likes, while an-
other post specifically urging a
boycott because of Aplin’s po-
litical giving received approxi-
mately 28,000 likes.

The controversy also has
drawn attention to Aplin’s

re-

main only dreams.

plished.

business.”

Could have.
Would have.

political contributions. The
Express-News, citing Trans-
parency USA, reported that
Aplin has contributed hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-
lars to campaigns supporting
Republican candidates and
officeholders. Aplin’s politi-
cal contributions have drawn
criticism before, and Buc-ee’s
faced boycott calls as far back
as 2014 after its owners en-
dorsed Republican Dan Pat-
rick in his campaign for Texas
lieutenant governor.

Why the Comments Are
Striking a Nerve

For many of those criti-
cizing Buc-ee’s, the issue ap-
pears to go beyond the politi-
cal views of its CEO.

Business owners and exec-
utives have the same right as
anyone else to hold and ex-
press political views. What
has angered some consumers
is Aplin’s decision to public-
ly connect those views to the
company’s expansion strategy.

The comments come at a
time when Americans are in-
creasingly making purchas-
ing decisions based on the
perceived political and social
positions of corporations and
their executives. Buc-ee’s has
built a broad and enthusiastic
following around something
decidedly nonpolitical —
road trips, clean bathrooms,
barbecue, snacks and its fa-
miliar beaver mascot. Aplin’s
remarks have now placed the
company in the middle of the
nation’s partisan divide.

Aplin also did not an-

ing, another question sometimes
enters the conversation:
what have you been doing?”
Years have passed. Lives have
been lived. Some dreams have
become reality, while others re-

And sometimes, silently, peo-
ple begin thinking about the
things they could have accom-

“I could have gone to college.”
“I should have started that

“l would have pursued my
dream, but life got in the way.”
Should have.

These three phrases can be-
come painful when we spend too

“SO,

much time looking in the rear-

view mirror.

nounce a formal policy pro-
hibiting Buc-ee’s from en-
tering Democratic-led states.
His remarks instead indicat-
ed a preference for what he
considers “conservative” and
business-friendly political en-
vironments.

Controversy Comes as
Buc-ee’s Expands

The political backlash ar-
rives while Buc-ee’s is already
facing criticism on another
front.

The company has been
embroiled in a trademark
dispute with Beaver’s Mini
Mart, a small convenience
store in Beavercreek, Ohio.
Buc-ee’s contends that the
smaller store’s beaver logo in-
fringes on its trademark.

That fight has generated its
own grassroots backlash, with
residents, businesses and pub-
lic officials rallying around the
local store. Ohio Gov. Mike
DeWine, a Republican, called
Buc-ee’s lawsuit “absurd,”
while Beavercreek officials
passed a resolution recogniz-
ing the beaver as part of the
city’s history. The controversy
has also produced social-me-
dia posts using the hashtag
#BoycottBucees.

Buc-ee’s Is
Ruston

Whatever effect the nation-
al controversy ultimately has
on the company, it hits espe-
cially close to home in Lin-
coln Parish.

Construction is underway
on Louisiana’s first Buc-ee’s in
Ruston near Interstate 20 and

Coming to

Rusty Potter

The truth is, we all have poten-

money,

again.

Tarbutton Road. The City of
Ruston says the massive trav-
el center is expected to include
more than 70,000 square feet
of retail space and more than
100 fuel pumps, with a pro-
jected opening in 2027.

The project has been pro-
moted as a major economic
development opportunity for
the area. Earlier reports es-
timated that the Ruston lo-
cation could create approx-
imately 200 jobs and attract
thousands of vehicles a day.

Buc-ee’s own  website
continues to list among its
planned 2027 openings. The
company also plans a second
Louisiana location in Lafay-
ette in 2028.

That makes the controversy
more than a distant social-me-
dia debate for residents of
Grambling, Ruston and the
surrounding area. Buc-ee’s is
preparing to become one of
Lincoln Parish’s most recog-
nizable new businesses and a
significant local employer.

Whether the CEO’s com-
ments will have any measur-
able effect on the company’s
enormous popularity re-
mains to be seen. The criti-
cism does, however, illustrate
the risk companies face when
their corporate identity be-
comes intertwined with par-
tisan politics: customers who
once saw only brisket, Bea-
ver Nuggets and a place to fill
up the tank may begin see-
ing something else when they
look at that familiar Buc-ee’s

sign.

PREPCHELLA From Page 1

As Lincoln Preparatory
School enters its second de-
cade, Homecoming 2026 will

celebrate where the school has
been while generating excite-
ment about where the Pan-
ther Family is headed next.
Additional details, includ-

ing the full PREPCHELLA
Homecoming Week schedule,
activities and celebration in-
formation, will be announced
in the coming weeks.

Save the Dates: October

5-9, 2026.
PREPCHELILA: The
Decennial Celebration

10 YEARS. ONE LEGACY.

tial. The question is not wheth-
er we have it, but whether we
are using it. Too many people go
through life holding back their
gifts, ideas, talents, and dreams.
They wait for the perfect time.
They wait until they have more
more
more support.

But one day, they look up and
realize that years have passed.

That is why you cannot afford
to keep holding back.

You may not be able to change
what you did not do yesterday,
but you can still decide what you
will do today. As long as you
have breath in your body, you
still have an opportunity to begin

The Bible says in Philippians

confidence, or

ness.

3:13, “Forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are
before.”

Don’t allow your life to be-
come a collection of regrets.

Don’t wait until the next class
reunion to wonder what might
have happened if you had taken
a chance.

Start now. Use your gift. Pur-
sue the dream. Take the class.
Write the book. Start the busi-

Quit holding back.

Because the worst words to
carry into your future may be
these:

“I could have. I should have. I

would have” can become the sto-

Grambling From Page1

Developed in partnership
with Black & Gold Facili-
ties, Inc., supported by M3A
Architecture and Lincoln
Builders, and made possible
through funding from the
U.S. Department of Edu-
cation, the Student Success
Center is one of Grambling
State University’s most sig-
nificant recent investments
in student-centered infra-
structure.

“This morning, we can
say, ‘Look what we’ve built,”
said Grambling State Uni-
versity President Martin Le-
melle Jr., D.B.A., during the
ceremony. “As you experi-
ence this space today, you
will see a space where cus-
tomer service is our top pri-
ority.”

The opening comes during
Grambling State Univer-
sity’s historic Multiversary
celebration, honoring 125
years of academic excellence,
100 years of Tiger Athletics,
and 100 years of the World
Famed Tiger Marching
Band. The new facility adds
to the University’s momen-
tum as it continues strength-
ening the spaces, services,
and systems that support
student achievement.

University of Louisiana
System President Rick Gal-
lot, ].D., who previously
served as president of Gram-
bling State University, em-
phasized that the facility was
created with students at the
center.

“This building is not about
any of us who will speak on
this microphone today,” Gal-
lot said. “It’s about giving
you all the opportunity to
matriculate in the space that

ry you tell about your life.

is all about your success.”

Jackie Slack, president of
Black & Gold Facilities, Inc.,
said the project represents
the fulfillment of a clear
charge to design and deli-
ver a facility that meets the
needs of current and future
students. Slack also noted
that the $25 million project
was delivered on time and
within budget.

Representatives from
M3A Architecture and Lin-
coln Builders joined Uni-
versity officials in celebrat-
ing the facility’s comple-
tion. M3A Principal and
Managing Architect William
L. McElroy described the
building as a space designed
to support the student body
and the continued growth
of Grambling State Univer-
sity, while Lincoln Build-
ers Project Manager Tobin
Pritchard recognized the
strong partnerships formed
throughout the construction
process.

Brandon A. Logan, Vice
President for Advancement
and Innovation, called the
Student Success Center a
new standard for what is
possible on campus.

“When you think about
what this building represents,
this is the starting point of a
new level of excellence,” Lo-
gan said. “We’ve shown you
what’s possible, what we can
do on this campus, and this
is what it looks like moving
forward.”

With the opening of the
Student Success Center,
Grambling State University
continues to advance its mis-
sion by creating spaces that
place students at the center
of service, support, opportu-
nity, and long-term success.
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COMMUNITY
‘Let’s Talk About I takes first steps

By Joice M, Dunn

“LET’S TALK ABOUT
IT” was presented by Black
Men in Purple, in conjunc-
tion with the City of Gram-
bling Leadership and HBCU
Boosters on Saturday, Sept.
19, in the Grambling City
Park.

“Today is about bringing
our community together to
listen, learn, ask questions,
and engage. We are especial-
ly pleased to have State Rep-
resentative Rashid Young at-
tending as part of our revised
schedule. Today is not about
working in silos. It is about
coming together as a com-
munity, hearing different per-
spectives, asking important
questions, and making sure
the voices of our citizens are
heard,” explained Gregory
Ludley, executive director of
Black Men in Purple.

The daylong session was
cut short because of the ex-
treme heat; emphasis was

Brown announces
re-election bid for
Grambling City Council
rambling City Coun-
cilman, John F.
Brown, Jr. has an-
nounced his candi-
dacy for re-election and offi-
cially qualified on August 8,
2026. His message and com-
mitment remain “Working
Together for Positive Change”
which cultivates growth and
progress.

John is a lifelong resident of
Grambling, and it has been
an honor to him serving the
Grambling residents for the
past three and a half years.

If re-elected, John’s pledge
is to continue to approach cit-
izens’ concerns with an open
mind. He promises to contin-
ue being thoughtful, respectful,
sincere and as active as he can
in delivering results. John re-

placed on the candidate fo-
rums and direct conversations
with those seeking to serve the
community. All eligible citi-
zens were encouraged to listen
to the candidates and issues
in order to participate in the
electoral process.

Ludley reminded the
crowd that their vote is their
voice, and an engaged com-
munity is a stronger commu-
nity.

As Mayor Alvin Bradley
presented the State of the
City message, he combined
it with his candidate’s speech
for re-election. He told of
the fourth-generation com-
mitment to Grambling State
University which exemplifies
his commitment to the city.

“The progress in the city
thus far was not just be-
cause of me, but the five City
Council persons who have
come together with me, rath-
er than work in silos. We don’t
always agree, but we agree to
disagree so we can get things

Attendees at Event

done,” said Bradley.

Bradley said the city has
grown under his administra-
tion, naming businesses that
have opened and now pro-
gressing.

The City of Grambling has
joined forces with Grambling
State University through a
MOU, receiving a $1.5 mil-
lion grant for sidewalks and
other improvements to the
city as well as the campus.
The Mayor mentioned two
($100,000 each) funds for
Park and Recreation im-
provements. He talked about
a Ten-Year Master plan for
the city for which the citi-
zens had input. The plan in-

cludes a park, recreation area
and other city improvements
which will be ready for review
shortly.

Bradley ended his mes-
sage by saying, “I am an open
book, what you see is what
you get.”

The “LETS TALK
ABOUT IT” session allowed
other candidates running for
office to present their plat-
forms to the people. Pres-
ent were: Lisa Anders for Po-
lice Jury; DeVaria Ponton,
re-election for Grambling
City Council; Add Goff, Rus-
ton City Judge; Deloris W.
Smith, re-election for Gram-
bling City Council; Troy

Brooks, District nine police
jury; Cathy Giles, re-election
for Grambling City Coun-
cil; Garnet Wagner, Gram-
bling City Council; Phillip
Ellis, District Judge-Division
B; Mike Smith, City Judge;
David Ferguson, Grambling
City Council; Edward Jones,
Mayor of Grambling; Mary
Gipson, Grambling City
Council; Greta Carter, School
Board-District 2; Lewis Jones,
District Judge; Richard An-
derson, School Board-District
11 and Richard Bates for Lin-
coln Parish School Board.

State Representative
Rashid Young made an ap-
pearance to explain mainly
the ten amendments on the
ballot for voters. He, along
with others, reminded voters
of election dates: Early Vot-
ing takes place October 20-
27 (except Sunday, Oct. 25)
from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
Election day is Tuesday, Nov.
3 from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Ludley personally rec-

Candidate’s Profile: John Brown

mains driven and committed
to solutions regarding attract-
ing additional businesses, sup-
porting Grambling’s service de-
partments, and building strong
partnerships with Grambling
State University and Lincoln
Preparatory Charter School
(Lincoln Prep).

During John’s time on the
council, his priority was to fo-
cus on improving safety mea-
sures for Grambling’s citizens
and employees. He’s proud
of the fact that he was instru-
mental in introducing and de-
livering a free mass emergen-
Ccy communication system,
named Civic Ready, which
informs citizens of weather,
public safety and service alerts
along with city departmental
communications. Some other
accomplishments he is proud
of relate to deliverable safety
measures in the city, to include:

1) spearheading
the installation
of flashing bea-
con school ra-
dar signs near
Lincoln Prep,

2) scheduling of
semiannual-
ly street signs
which were in-
stalled through-
out the city,

3) partnering with Hills Tire
Service in order to prop-
erly dispose of waste tires
found alongside city streets
or ditches,

4) adding additional Personal
Protective Equipment for
the Public Works employ-
ees, along with awareness
and education sessions,

5) overseeing a heat stress
prevention workshop with
Public Work employees,
with emphasis on staying

Announcements

Public hearing scheduled
at Lincoln Prep Monday

Executive Director Rashid
Young and the Grambling
High Foundation Board of
Directors have called a public
hearing for inspection of its
2026-27 fiscal year budget,
to comply with public notice
requirements Monday, Sept.
28, at 4 p.m. at the school.

The public is allowed to at-
tend and inspect the budget.

Line Dance class open to
the Grambling area

A Line Dance Class with
Yatta at Board & Bottle is
now available for the Gram-
bling area each Monday at
130 W. Park Ave. in Rus-
ton and doors open at 5:30
p.m. The free class is be-
ing instructed by Kenyatta
Collins. The next session is
set for Monday, September
28. For more information,

please contact Collins at 832
891-7488.

Hands Up organization to
sponsor Food Fest

The 22 Hands Up Organi-
zation, led by Darrell Hamp-
ton, will hold a Food Fest
on Saturday, Sept. 26, at the
Community House in Mind-
en from noon until 3 p.m.

There will be fun and eat-
ing for everyone during the
organization’s main fund rais-
er activity.

NAACP will hold monthly
meetings on third Thursday

The Grambling Branch of
the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) #6094-B
will host its Executive Com-
mittee meeting at 5:30 p.m.
and regular monthly meetings
at 6 p.m. by teleconference
on the 3rd Thursdays of the

month. The next meeting is
scheduled for October 15.
The Branch will hold elec-
tion of its officers on Thurs-
day, Nov. 19, from 6 p.m.
until 10 p.m. electronically.
Members are asked to make
sure their contact informa-
tion is current. If necessary,
call or text Grace Tatem at
318-680-7679.

Master Gardeners offers
11-week training course

The North Central Loui-
siana Master Gardeners now
holds an 11-week summer
course. The course began on
June 30 and runs through
September. The second 11-
week course will offer parti-
cipants a certificate during a
September graduation cere-
mony. Those graduating from
the course will join the local
Master Gardeners for future
community involvement. For
additional information con-

John Brown

safe while work-
ing in the heat,

6) partnering with
Police Jury
Members  in
initiating  and
executing the
successful street
striping of two
main thorough-
fares (i.e. Stadi-
um Drive and south Main
Street),

7) amending existing ordi-
nance titled accumulation
of overgrown grass, weeds
and vines, and

8) being instrumental in sup-
porting the police depart-
ment in filling open posi-
tions and adding addition-
al police officers to support
Grambling’s population.

John is a Team Player and
proud of the fact that he’s
been able to diligently work

tact K. Bass at 318- 251-
5134 or email her at kyleigh-
bass@agcenter.lsued.

Grambling Water
Department sends out
residential warning

The Water Department of
Grambling wants Citizens to
beware of paying their bills
on the wrong sites online.
Citizens should pay their wa-
ter bills, property taxes and
tickets at cityofgrambling.
org ONLY. Once at the site,
you will be directed to the
payment page where you
can pay your bills. Several
of these ‘wrong’ sites have
cropped up lately according
to the Water Department.
One such site is doxo.com.
DO NOT pay your bills on
this site. Once your money is
gone, the City has no way to
retrieve it so BEWARE!

with Mayor A. Bradley and
current council members on
many of their initiatives, to in-
clude : Mayor Pro Tempo-
re Deloris Smith (Listening
Post), Councilman Lewis (Fire
department hiring and im-
provements), Councilwoman
Giles (Juneteenth committee),
Councilwoman Ponton (Keep
Louisiana Beautiful Project)
and Mayor A. Bradley (ten
year master plan, hiring of city
employees, litter control staff-
ing, etc.). John is committed
to continuing to build a great
working relationship with the
Police Jury and neighboring
government officials.

If re-elected, John has some
unfinished business and/or
opportunities that he would
strive to see come into fruition.
These include continuing to:
1) assist in attracting more

businesses,
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ognized and thanked those
who made the program pos-
sible: Mayor Alvin Bradley
and the City of Grambling,
Black Men in Purple, Can-
didate for Judge Mike Smith,
Judge Monique Clement.
Committee to Elect Troy
Brooks, Candidate for Judge
Add Goff and special thanks
to the HBCU Boosters and
community supporters. He
thanked elected officials, can-
didates, volunteers, donors,
sponsors, community part-
ners, and supporters.

“As we move toward the
November elections, we en-
courage everyone who is el-
igible to get informed, make
your own decision, and par-
ticipate by voting. The sec-
ond half of “LET’S TALK
ABOUT IT” will take place
before the November elec-
tions at Grambling City Hall
with a date and time: TBA,”
said Ludley.

A lunch was provided be-
fore dismissal.

2) push for additional street
maintenance improve-
ments,

3) work to acquire a mosquito
abatement program,

4) push for continuous im-
provements on Gram-
bling’s city park, and

5) advocate for the hiring of
qualified candidates for the
service departments. He
commits to always listen-
ing while keeping an open
mind about citizen con-
cerns and questions. John
pledges that his services will
always be done with hon-
esty and transparency, and
that he will continue to pro-
vide immediate feedback to
the citizens.

Brown and his wife, JoAnn,
have two sons and five grand-
children.

“Working Together for A
Positive Change™

Councilwoman has start-
ed ‘Listening Post’ for
Grambling citizens

Grambling City Coun-
cilwoman Delores Smith/
Mayor Pro tem is available
on the first Monday of each
month, noon at Grambling’s
City Hall for what she calls
a “Listening Post.” Smith is
available to listen to, or an-
swer city-related issues citi-
zens may have. The listening
post is a designated place and
time to visit with Smith to get
questions or concerns heard.

Free food distribution
set for Saturdays

The Lincoln United Com-
munity Coalition will be dis-
tributing free food for those
who qualify each Saturday
from 10 a.m. until noon.
Food is distributed on first,
third and fourth Saturdays
from the Walmart retail store;

second Saturday from the
Northeast Louisiana Food
Bank out of Monroe. Persons
can come to the office at 407
N. Hazel in Ruston on distri-
bution day at 9:30 to qualify.
Plates are also sold for $10
to help support the organiza-
tion. For more information,
please contact Patricia Mims
Brooks 318-265-2011 (of-
fice) or 214 662-5407.

Sign Up Now for free
CivicReady

The Civic Ready Messag-
ing System is a mass notifi-
cation system built for gov-
ernment  communications.
This is a free service for our
citizens. Please sign up so you
can be notified of city-wide
alerts and emergency notifi-
cations. Sign up by going to
City of Grambling website
(www.cityofgrambling.org)
and clicking on CivicReady.

Andrew Young rrom Page1

Young, Holder and Figures
shared a conversation about
civil rights Friday at the
Congressional Black Cau-
cus Foundation’s 55th an-
nual legislative conference in
Washington, D.C.

A New Orleans native,
Young’s work in voting rights
began as an elementary stu-
dent. He recalled that stu-
dents were instructed to write
a letter to their parents on
why they needed to vote.

“You wrote to your own
parents and took the letter
home and gave it to your par-
ents about why they should
vote,” he said. “Even in segre-
gation, we were being taught
the struggle.”

Although he had studied
Gandhi as a young man, he
said his father taught him
how to endure racism, a les-
son that carried him through
his work in the movement.

“My daddy said, ‘Look,
you’re never going to be able
to be big enough to beat ev-
erybody, but you can out-
think anybody,” Young said.
“He said, ‘Don’t get mad.
Get smart. If you lose your
temper in a fight, you lose the
fight. Your mind is the most
valuable weapon you have,
and if you get emotional, you
cut your mind off’ And so
that’s the way I was raised.”

Young said he first met
King at Talladega College in

Alabama in the late 1950s.
Young was studying at Hart-
ford Theological Seminary in
Marion where he would meet
his first wife, Jean Childs
Young. “We were both newly
married, and we talked more
about our baby daughters
than we did about civil rights,
and we talked about growing
up,” he said.

The Youngs moved to At-
lanta in 1961, where he
joined the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference
(SCLC), eventually becom-
ing its executive director and
working alongside King.

In 1972, Young made his-
tory when he was elected to
Congress as the first Black
representative from Georgia
since reconstruction. Five
years later, President Jimmy
Carter appointed him ambas-
sador to the United Nations.
Young also served two terms
as Atlanta mayor and would
work to bring the Olympics
to the city in 1996.

Young is credited with
helping draft the landmark
Civil Rights Act and Voting
Rights Act, barring racial dis-
crimination.

Holder, a New York na-
tive, was 14 when Congress
passed the Voting Rights Act
in 1965 and acknowledged it
was the impetus for his work
as an attorney.

“I lived through the strug-
gles, observing them from
New York on television, to

see the passage of the Voting
Rights Act, to see the flow-
ering of Black political pow-
er in the South and to see at-
tempts to undo that history,”
said Holder, who became the
first Black U.S. attorney gen-
eral under President Barack
Obama, the first Black pres-
ident.

“As I matured and to be
able to be in these positions,
it became my determination
that not on my watch would
we see a retrenchment, to go
back to the America that ex-
isted before the great work
that Ambassador Young and
all those great heroes, hero-
ines did before me,” Holder
said.

But civil rights advocates
have lamented decisions by
the Supreme Court, in Shel-
by County v. Holder in 2013
and the Callais decision in
April, that they say have gut-
ted the Voting Rights Act.

Holder connected some of
the past struggles to what the
Trump administration is pur-
suing, citing the Iran war and
attempts to add President
Donald Trump’s name to
the Kennedy Center. He said
those running the country
have “intellectual deficits.”

Watching the conversa-
tion at his first Congressio-
nal Black Caucus confer-
ence, James Fields IV, 23, of
Birmingham, Ala., said the
Young panel was his favorite
“because it had a mixture of

knowledge.”

“I'm learning from their
footsteps, and also I think be-
ing able to hear their mistakes
allows us the opportunity to
know what we should and
should not do as young peo-

ple.” said Fields, who serves
as the Alabama SDEC Dis-
trict 52 representative. “I’'m
just blessed and I’'m hon-
ored.”

This story was originally
produced by Maryland Mat-

ters, which is part of States
Newsroom, a nonprofit news
network which includes Lou-
isiana Illuminator, and is sup-
ported by grants and a coa-
lition of donors as a 501c(3)
public charity.

BFCU is coming to Ruston!
Join Us and Experience
the Credit Union Difference!

Ta.

Barksdale Federal
Credit Union™

Barksdale Federal
Credit Union™

Your Financial Partner for Life™

800-647-2328

Federally insured by NCUA. Membership eligibility required. =

bfcu.org

-
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3 Things I Learned Growing Up in the Black Church

By Shar Walker

Itchy pantyhose. Elaborate hats.
Clapping tambourines. Seasoned
saints giving me more peppermints
than I knew what to do with.

Those are some of my earliest
memories of church. I grew up in
a predominantly African-Ameri-
can Baptist church, which had its
own traditions, songs, and sayings.
“He’s an On Time God” was sung
valiantly (often by my father). Eve-
ry testimony began, “First giving
honor to my Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ.”

I have come to respect and che-
rish the traditional black church
that laid the foundation of my faith
in Jesus. All cultural manifestations
of Christ’s church have faults and
blind spots, of course, but I’'m grate-
ful for at least three lessons I learned
from the church I was raised in: a
reverence for God, an encourage-
ment to walk with him through pain
and suffering, and the importance
of community.

1. Reverence for God

The historically black church
places a high value on the holiness
and transcendence of God. I re-
member the reverence of commu-
nion and the humility required to
partake of the elements, as well as
the sacredness of baptism and the
significance of identifying with God
and his people. Children dared not
run across the altar where God’s
Word was proclaimed, since such
locations had a sacredness about
them. And while clothing was much
debated in our house, my parents
insisted we dress up for church be-
cause it was a holy day of the week,
set apart for worship and rest.
2. Encouragement to Trust God

through Pain

The African-American church is
a miracle. My people clung to the
same God my people were taught
had made them less than human.
The black church was birthed from
a place of marginalization and hard-
ship. From its foundations it has
known dark times, but it has also

been given the privilege of experi-
encing God as strength and shield
(Ps. 28:7).

I wondered how the members
of my church endured during sea-
sons of burying children, unfaithful
spouses, injustice in their commu-
nities, and unfair systems they were
fighting against. I watched these
men and women show deep resolve
and alacrity to follow God when rea-
son whispered to not even try.

It was as if, in a healthy way, suf-
fering was expected. There was a
palpable understanding that we live
in a fallen and fractured world—and
that the greatest days for the Chris-
tian are always ahead. So there was
no sense in trying too hard to make
this earth their home. That would be

Church Announcements

Love Chapel Church to hold
Family and Friends Day

The Love Chapel Baptist
Church will hold its annual Family
and Friends Day service Sunday,
September 27, at 2:30 p.m. The
church is located on 1525 Sikes St.
Ruston and pastored by Reverend
Elliott Abney.

The program will honor Zelda
Thompson. The guest Pastor and
church will be Rev. James Maddox
of Union Baptist Church, Dubach.

All area churches are invited to
join in the service.

Springhill Church to celebrate
Musician and Choir
appreciation

The Springhill Baptist Church
will hold its Second Annual Musi-
cians and Choir Appreciation ser-
vice Sunday, October 4, at 2:30
p.m. The church is located on 727

Dicks Store Rd. Ruston and pas-
tored by Reverend Eric Caldwell.

Three guest choirs will serve,
including Pastor Steven Harris
Senior and the Abundant Inter-
national Ministry Choir; James
Arnold and the St, Peter MBC
Choir; as well as Steven Hoof and
the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
Choir.

The theme: “Shout joyfully
to the Lord, all the earth: Shout
and sing for joy and sing prais-
es,” Psalms 98:4 3:15. Pastor Eric
Caldwell will serve as master of
ceremony.

All area churches are invited to
join in the service.

Men’s Fellowship group to
celebrate Jesus

The area Men’s Fellowship
group will meet every second
Monday of each month at the
Memorial Funeral Home Chapel

in Arcadia, Louisiana, located on
128680 LA-9 71001 from 6 p.m.
to 7 p.m. The men only group
gathers for strength, courage and
knowledge.

The next meeting will be held
on Monday, October 12. The
meeting is spearheaded by Patrick
Jefferson, former state representa-
tive, along with invited speakers.
Every man is invited to come and
worship.

Lewis Temple CME Church
Food Distribution

Lewis Temple CME Church
on 301 Main Street in Grambling
distributes free bags of food ev-
ery third Monday of the month
from 1-3 p.m. To qualify you need
identification and a utility bill.
You must live in the Grambling or
Simsboro area.

For more information, please
call Liz White at 318-299-7509.

Area Church Directory

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cathedral of Praise Wor-
ship Center - 2877 Highway
33, Ruston

First Assembly of God -
1400 Woodward Ave., Ruston

BAPTIST

Alabama, 16061 Hwy. 151,
Arcadia

Barnett Springs, 1601 S.
Barnett Springs Rd., Ruston

China Grove Missionary,
406 Vernon St., Ruston

Christ Temple, 7349 Hwy
80. Ruston

Church of Restoration,
285 Main St., Grambling

Cook, 2000 Cooktown Rd,
Ruston

Corinth, 4327 Hw 545,
Dubach

Countyline,
146, Ruston

Dayspring Baptist Minis-
tries, 3191 South Vienna St,
Ruston

Emmanuel, 1200 Farmer-
ville Hwy., Ruston

Fellowship, 6476 Hwy 151,
Dubach

Fellowship,1572  Highway
507 South, Simsboro

First, 117 Oak St., - One
block south of Hwy. 80 in Chou-
drant

First, Hico St., Dubach

First, 200 S.Trenton St., Rus-
ton

First, Simsboro

Friendship,143 West Sixth
Street, Bernice

Grace, 2808 Trenton Ave. ,
Ruston

Grace Bible,
Edge Rd., Ruston

Greater Pleasant Grove,
1270 Golf Course Rd., Union-
ville

Greater St. Luke, 163 St.
Luke Church Rd, Arcadia

Gumspring, 3117 Hwy 151,
Farmerville

Hebron, Love Chapel, 1525
Sikes St, Ruston

Hico, 653 Hwy. 152, Dubach

Hopewell, 7657 Fellowship
Rd., Hwy 151, Dubach

Lane Chapel, 1016 McAllis-
ter, Ruston

7426 Hwy.

216 Rough

Lanes Chapel, Hwy 151
Downsville

Liberty Hill, Simsboro

Longstraw, 1799 Styles,
Ranch Rd.,

Love Chapel, 1525 Sikes St,

Ruston

Macedonia,
Dubach

Macedonia, No. 2, 489 E.
Sibley Rd., Choudrant

Mineral Springs,
Hwy 822, Dubach

Mount Harmony, 210 Mt.
Harmony Church Rd, Ruston

Mount Calm, 566 Mount
Calm Rd., Simsboro

Mount Olive, 571 Mt. Ol-
ive Rd. Grambling, Louisiana.

Mount Olive Outreach,
2817 S. Service Road W., Rus-
ton

Mount Pisgah, Hwy. 3061,
Ruston

Mount Sinai, 2269 Hwy.
145, Choudrant

Mount Vernon, 1356 Hwy.
167 N., Dubach

Mount Zion,
150., Grambling

Mount Zion No. 2, 113 Cal-
ifornia Plant Road, Dubach

New Hope, Choudrant

New Hope, 302 W. Vaughn,
Ruston

New Liberty Hill, Hwy.
544, Simsboro

New Living Word Minis-
tries, 1900W. Barnett Springs,
Ruston

New Pilgrim Rest, Inc.,
2697 Elm St., Arcadia

New Prospect, 3438 Hwy.
167 N., Dubach

New Prosperity,
Prosperity Church, Clay

New Rocky Valley, 2155
Martin Luther King Ave.,
Grambling

Northview  Missionary,
Highway 33, Ruston

Olive Grove, 3138 Olive
Grove Rd, Choudrant

Pilgrim Rest, 622 W. Line
Ave., Ruston

Pine Grove, 470 Chandler
Rd., Ruston

Pleasant Grove, 1366
Pleasant Grove Road, Chou-
drant

Pleasant Grove,“The Oa-
sis in the Woods”, 446 Bowden
Rd., Ruston

Pleasant Hill, 1127 Mondy
Rd, Simsboro

Rock Corner & Garden of
Prayer, 824 Rock Corner Rd,
Dubach, off Hwy.33, 14 miles
north of Ruston

Rocky Valley, Simsboro

Solid Rock, 1511 West Ca-
lifornia Hwy 80, Ruston

Southside, 3191 South Vi-

No.1, Rt. 2,

4599

2586 Hwy

1378

enna St., Ruston

Springhill, 727 Dicks Store
Rd., Ruston

St. David, Vienna.

St. John, Old Grambling
Rd., Ruston.

St. Mary, 1114 Larson St.,
Ruston.

St. Peter, 404 Longstraw
Rd., Ruston

St. Rest, 09 Walker Rd.,
Choudrant

St. Rest, Hwy. 146 West,
Dubach

Temple, 1515 S. Service
Rd.W. Ruston

True Believers, 184 CCC
Road, Ruston

The Springs, (A ministry of
Temple Baptist Church) 1601
S. Barnett Springs Ave., Rus-
ton

The Springs.life The
Word, 504 S. Main St., Gram-
bling University - 2856 W.
California, Ruston

Vernon, 190 Vernon-Eros
Road, Ruston

Woods Chapel, 326 Hwy
454, Ruston

Zion Hill, 505 Lee St., Rus-
ton

Zion Traveler, 1201 Martin
Luther King Dr, Ruston

CATHOLIC

St. Benedict, 471 Main St.,
Grambling

St. Thomas Aquinas, 810
Carey Avenue, Ruston

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Church of Christ, 2902
Hwy. 80 West, Ruston

Church of Christ,
King St., Grambling

Northside, 1804 N. Tren-
ton St., Ruston

Orleans Cir. Church of
Christ, 2103 Orleans Cir.,
Ruston

Ruston, 2300 W. Woodward
Ave., Ruston, www. ruston-
churchofchrist.org

146

EPISCOPAL

Church of the Redeemer,
504 Tech Dr., Ruston

St. Luke’s, 538 Main St.,
Grambling

METHODIST

Ansley Union, 328 Ansley
Rd, Ruston, located 10 miles
south of Ruston off Hwy 167

like going to a hotel, unpacking your
clothes, putting them in drawers,
and then hanging up pictures. No,
these saints were living for another
world. They were “looking forward
to a city that has foundations, whose
architect and builder is God” (Heb.
11:10). This has challenged me to
expect hardship of various kinds (1
Peter 4:12; 2 Tim. 3:12) and to not
suffer without hope (1 Thess. 4:13).
Life will present difficult situa-
tions, but God is an ever-present
help, and we have not been called to
run this race alone.
3. Importance of Community
It’s common for minority groups
to experience a “collective con-
sciousness.” There’s just an unde-
niable sense that we need each oth-

China Grove Church opens
‘China Closet’

The China Grove Baptist
Church will open the ‘China Clos-
et’ to the public each Friday from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the church on
407 Vernon St., Ruston.

The Closet will be open to any-
one in need of clothing or assis-
tance. It is under the supervision
of the matrons/mission depart-
ment of the church.

For additional information con-
tact Evangelist Annie Wilson at
318-570-9134 or call Tonika Blake
at 318-243-3295. The church is
pastored by Rev. Damian E. Wil-
son, Sr.

Church of Christ in
Grambling Extends invitation

The Church of Christ in Gram-
bling invites all to worship. Bible
Study is held Sunday at 10 a.m.

Antioch UMC, Simsboro

Arcadia First UMC, Arca-
dia

Choudrant UMC, 125 Pe-
can St., Choudrant

Dubach UMC, Dubach

First UMGC, Arcadia

Grace, 3401 N. Trenton St.,
Ruston

Lewis Temple, Main St.,

Grambling

Mays Chapel CME, 615W.
Line Ave., Ruston

Memorial UMC, 09325

Hwy 80, Simsboro.

Mt. Mariah UMC - Sa-
lem UMC - 11793 Hwy. 151,
Dubach

St. Peter AME, 1104 Ar-
lington St., Ruston.

Trinity Methodist,
Woodward Ave., Ruston

Wesley Chapel, 4330 Hwy.
818, Ruston

1000

PENTECOSTAL

Anchor Tabernacle, Exit
93 from I-20 then South 1/2
mile, Choudrant

First Pentecostal, Corner
of Kentucky and Goodwin
Ruston

King’s Court UPC, 2401
S. Service Rd. West, Ruston

LifePoint Church,1018 S.
Vienna St., Ruston. lifepoin-
truston.com

The Pentecostals,
Hwy 33 North, Ruston

Powerhouse Temple of
Christ Apostolic, 101 Main
St., Grambling

United
Dubach

Zion Temple Apostolic
Faith Deliverance - East-
ern Hills, off Beacon Light
Rd., Ruston

Voice of Revival Ministry
- 304 W. California St., Rus-
tonPRESBYTERIAN

Alabama (USA),
Hwy 145, Choudrant

Covenant Reformed, 2106
Cooktown Rd., Ruston

Greenwood, Lincoln Parish
Rd. 181, between Mitcham’s
& Hwy. 146, Ruston

Ruston (USA),
Bonner St.

2851

Pentecostal,

2091

212 N.

OTHERS

Abundant Grace Taberna-
cle, 3092 Hwy 556, Choudrant

Campus Community Wor-
ship Center, 1000 Saratoga St.,

er. I watched as my parents opened
our home to families who needed
a place to live. When a member’s
close relative died, it was customary
for other church members to attend
the funeral, even if it meant driv-
ing hours to do so. When my own
grandmother passed, I remember
seeing leaders from my church in
the pews, mourning with us. I ob-
served Romans 12:15 being lived
out. Though the physical, emotion-
al, and monetary needs were often
great, God provided for his people
through his people.

This is the greatest lesson I
learned: we need one another. It
would be impossible to walk faith-
fully with the Lord alone. He in-
structs us to do good to one anoth-
er (Gal. 6:9), to bear with one an-
other (Eph. 4:2), and to encourage
one another (1 Thess. 5:11). So as
we toil and struggle to make it home
to glory, may we do so with saints
beside us, helping us along the way.

(This is a reprint from the Gos-
pelcoalition.org)

and morning worship at 11 a.m.
Listeners may join online ser-
vices by tuning into the YouTube
channel, 146 King St. Church of
Christ. Wednesday night Bible
study begins at 7 p.m. The Zoom
ID is 9744743562 and the church
may be contact at ChurchofChri-
statGrambling@gmail.com or
318-596-1038. The Church is lo-
cated at 146 King St.

New Hope Church to hold
community-wide Bible Study

The New Hope Baptist Church
of Ruston will hold a noon com-
munity-wide Bible Study each
Wednesday. The church is located
at 301 W. Vaughn Ave., Ruston.

Editor’s Note: If you have a

church announcement, please email
the information to the gramblingcon-
nection@gmail.com.

Ruston

Christian L.I.LF.E. Church,
107 Love Ave., Ruston

Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-Day Saints, 205
Woodhaven Rd., Ruston

Church of the Living God,
1438 Hwy. 167 W., Dubach

Church of the Nazarene,
1101 Center St., Ruston

Douglas Church,
Hwy 821, Ruston

Church of God in Christ,
256 Voss Street, Dubach

Faith Church, 1507 Good-
win Road, Ruston

Focus Christian Minis-
tries, Martin Luther King
Community Center, 901 Mar-
tin Luther King Dr., Ruston

Fountain of Praise United
Worship Center, 1394 Hazel
St., Arcadia

The Gospel, 108 Sanctuary
Rd, Ruston

Holy Trinity Greek Ortho-
dox Church, 2508 Kavanaugh
Road, Ruston

Impact Worship Center,
Greenwood Recreation Cen-
ter, 1306 Cornell Ave, Ruston

Ruston Housing Author-
ity Building 901Martin Lu-
ther King Dr. Ruston.

Lifechurch.LA, 3000 S.Vi-
enna St., Ruston

LifePoint Church of Rus-
ton, 1018 S. Vienna St., Rus-
ton

Living Water Full Gospel
Church, 149 Fairgrounds Rd.,
Ruston

Miracle Temple COGIC,
1405 S. Farmerville, Ruston

New Living Word Minis-
try, 1900 Barnett Springs Rd.
Ruston

New Testament Church at
Grambling Inc., 508 Main
St., Grambling

Praise Temple, Ramada
Inn, 107 Love Ave., Ruston

St. Paul Lutheran, 504
Tech Drive, Ruston

The Bridge Community
Church, North Campus, 2301
N.Trenton, Ruston

Triumph The Church and
Kingdom of God in Christ,
Hwy. 3061 E. Tenn. Rd., Rus-
ton

United Faith Tabernacle
Ministries & Prayer Center,
303 Cherry St., Bernice,

Upon the Rock Outreach
Center, 513 E. Texas Ave.,
Ruston

1642
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

CHARMING'S CORNER

Evervbody Can’t Go Where
You’re Going

By Charming Davis

rowth changes your
relationships.
That’s one of the
parts nobody really
prepares you for.

You start healing, changing
your habits, setting boundar-
ies, communicating differ-
ently and becoming more in-
tentional. Suddenly, relation-
ships that once felt comfort-
able start feeling unfamiliar.

It doesn’t always mean
somebody became a bad per-
son.

Sometimes you’ve simply
grown in different directions.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NLT)
says, “For everything there is
a season, a time for every ac-
tivity under heaven.”

Some people are lifetime
people. Some are season-
al. Some arrive to teach us
something. Some help us sur-
vive a chapter. Some walk be-
side us until the road natural-
ly divides.

The problem comes when
we try to force expired rela-
tionships into current assign-
ments.

Energy healing often in-
volves becoming conscious
of what we’re carrying emo-
tionally. Sometimes we are
carrying guilt, resentment,
old promises, expectations or
identities that no longer be-
long to who we are becoming.

Release doesn’t always re-
quire anger.

You don’t have to create a
villain just because something
ended.

Charming Davis

Sometimes the healthiest
spiritual response is simply
gratitude.

Thank you for what you
taught me.

Thank you for what we ex-
perienced.

And thank God for where
I’'m going next.

Isaiah 43:19 (NLT) says,
“For I am about to do some-

thing new. See, I have already
begun! Do you not see it?”

I’s difficult to embrace
something new while grip-
ping the old with both
hands.

And sometimes the rela-
tionship you’re being asked
to release isn’t even with ano-
ther person.

Maybe you’re outgrowing
an old version of yourself.

The people-pleaser.

The rescuer.

The person who stayed si-
lent to keep everybody com-
fortable.

The person who believed
love required self-abandon-
ment.

Healing can feel strange
because your new identity
hasn’t completely become fa-

That includes relationships.

The Eftects of Chronic
Iliness on Mental Health

By Jeannetta S. Jones

chronic illness is a disease
that a person may need to
manage for the rest of their
ife. Chronic health condi-
tions can develop as people age, and
some parts of the body may change

or weaken over time. Receiving a di-

agnosis and living with a chronic ill-

ness can lead to emotional distress,

anxiety, depression, and added finan-
cial strain. Chronic illness can affect

mental health, quality of life, and a

person’s ability to

cope.

The emotional
toll of living with
chronic illness

Receiving a
chronic illness di-
agnosis can cause
many  emotions,
including  shock,
fear, sadness,
or anger. Shock
may be especially
strong when there
is no family histo-
ry of the condition.
The emotional toll
often comes from
adjusting to a new
normal, because
chronic illness can
affect daily routines. A person may
need to change their diet, carry me-
dication, or make other lifestyle ad-
justments. Some individuals may
also feel embarrassed about the di-
agnosis or worry about being judged
by others.

How to manage mental strain

To cope with chronic illness and
mental health concerns, it is import-
ant to learn strategies that support
both physical and emotional well-be-
ing. According to research, the fol-
lowing approaches can help man-
age the mental strain of living with a
chronic disease:

* Reduce stress: When possible, look
for areas of your life where you can
lower stress.

* Connect with loved ones: Reach
out to family and friends for emo-
tional support.

* Get moving: Moving your body or
exercising can help you cope. Phys-
ical activity may help ease pain,
boost chemicals in the brain that
support well-being, and distract
your mind from worries.

e Make an action plan: Living with a

Jeannetta S. Jones

chronic illness can make a person

feel as though they have little con-

trol over their life. Creating a plan
can help restore a sense of control
and support mental health.

» Practice mindfulness: This can in-
clude yoga, deep breathing exercis-
es, and meditation.

* Seek professional help: Working
with a mental health professional
can help you manage the emotion-
al effects of chronic illness.

If you have been diagnosed with a
chronic illness, remember that you

are not alone. Re-
— search suggests
that approximately

129 million people

live with chronic

illnesses. Chronic
illness and mental
health conditions
often go hand in
hand. Treating one
without addressing
the other can limit
recovery and hav-
ing either condi-
tion may increase
the risk of devel-
oping the other.

When dealing with

a long-term illness,

you might think

that things will
never get better and each condition
makes it harder to stay afloat.

Symptoms of depression in chronic
illness patients
* Persistent sadness
* Feelings pf hopelessness pessimism
* Changes in appetite (overeating or

not eating enough)

* Difficulty concentrating

» Fatigue or decreased energy

» Loss of interest in activities
Remember, it is okay not to be

okay. Living with a chronic illness
is difficult, and feelings of sadness
or anger are normal. The important
thing is to acknowledge these emo-
tions rather than suppress them. Bot-
tling them up can make things worse
over time and may lead to an emo-
tional outburst later.

For more information, visit www.
nami.org, www.webmd.org, MayoC-
linic.org, and www.helpguide.org.

Jeannetta Stephens-Jones, Ed.D.,
retired educational diagnostician,
speech pathologist, and president of
the NAMI Ruston Board of Direc-
tors. Contact her at jjones_79aka@
yahoo.com.

* FAMILY RUN AGENCY *

miliar yet.

THE

Give yourself grace.

Pray for discernment. Clear
your emotional space. Pay at-
tention to your energy. Let
relationships evolve naturally
without forcing closeness or
separation.

Everybody doesn’t have to
understand your evolution.

Your responsibility is to
continue becoming who God
is calling you to become.

Naturally Charming Uni-
verse Holistic Wellness Cen-
ter offers energy healing,
spiritual counseling, clarity
sessions and distant healing
sessions to support intention-
al healing and personal trans-
formation. Holistic and spi-
ritual wellness products are
also available online.

https://linktr.ee/naturally-
charminguniverse

GRAMBLING » CONNECTION

The Grambling Connection Is

On Sale Now
in Stores

Where To Find Us

Rogers Mini Mart (Next to J&J Express)
(Grambling, LA)

Realitees (Legends Square) (Grambling, LA)
Superior Mart - Exxon Station (Grambling, LA)

Superior Mart - Hwy 80 (Grambling, LA)
Hill's Grocery Store (Grambling, LA)
Big Bucks - Chevron - 1601 S. Vienna
(Ruston, LA)

Shell Station, 1433 Hazel St,

(Arcadia)

(We will continue to add locations monthly)

Or Subscribe

www.gramblingconnection.com/subscribe
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ARTS & CULTURE

GSU to Celebrate World Famed Tiger Marching
Band Centennial with Gala & Concert

Once-in-a-cen-
tury celebration
will honor 100
years of sound,
showmanship,
tradition, and
cultural impact

GRAMBLING, La.
— Grambling State
University will hon-
or a century of sound,
showmanship, and
cultural impact as the
World Famed Tiger
Marching Band cele-
brates its 100th anni-
versary with the World
Famed Tiger March-
ing Band Centenni-
al Gala & Concert on
Thursday, October 1,
2026, at the Frederick
C. Hobdy Assembly
Center on the campus
of Grambling State
University. The eve-
ning will begin with

a VIP Reception at 6
p.m., followed by the
general program at
7:30 p.m.

The milestone cele-
bration will bring to-
gether alumni, stu-
dents, former band
members, Universi-
ty leaders, support-
ers, and friends of
the World Famed for
an unforgettable eve-
ning honoring one of
Grambling State Uni-

versity’s most trea-
sured traditions.
Founded in 1926,

the World Famed Ti-
ger Marching Band
began with a vision
to create a group of
marching musicians
at the institution now
known as Grambling
State University. What
started with 17 in-
struments and a de-
termined group of
students has grown

into one of the most
celebrated collegiate
marching bands in the
nation, known for its
powerful sound, pre-
cision, showmanship,
and unmistakable Ti-
ger pride.

“As we celebrate
100 years of the World
Famed Tiger March-
ing Band, we are hon-
oring generations of
students, directors,
arrangers, musicians,
alumni, and support-
ers who built and sus-
tained a standard rec-
ognized around the
world,” said Dr. Ni-
kole Roebuck, Direc-
tor of Bands. “This
Centennial Gala &
Concert is a moment
to celebrate our his-
tory, uplift those who
helped carry this le-
gacy forward, and in-
spire the next genera-
tion of World Famed

musicians.”

The Centennial
Gala & Concert will
feature music, spe-
cial recognitions, fel-
lowship, and a special
guest  performance,
with the featured art-
ist to be announced
at a later date. More
than an evening of
celebration, the event
will help support the
future of the World
Famed Tiger March-
ing Band and sustain
the next century of
musicianship, lead-
ership, performance,
and cultural impact.

The celebration
comes during Gram-
bling State Universi-
ty’s historic Multiver-
sary year, honoring
125 years of academic
excellence, 100 years
of Tiger Athletics, and
100 years of the World
Famed Tiger March-

ing Band.

“For a century, the
World Famed Tiger
Marching Band has
carried the sound,
pride, and spirit of
Grambling State Uni-
versity to audiences
across the nation and
around the world,”
said President Mar-
tin Lemelle, Jr. “This
centennial celebra-
tion is an opportu-
nity to honor those
who helped build this
extraordinary legacy
while celebrating the
students and leaders
who continue to move
the tradition forward.”

Tickets and spon-
sorship opportunities
for the World Famed
Tiger Marching Band
Centennial Gala &
Concert are available
at gram.edu/world-
famed-gala.
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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS

History of Grambling’s World Famed Tiger Marching Band

By Lena W, Claybon

ong before the bright

lights, roaring sta-

diums, Super Bowl

appearances and in-
ternational performances,
there were 17 instruments,
a determined group of stu-
dents and a vision.

In 1926, Grambling State
University—then a small
school in rural North Loui-
siana—didn’t have a march-
ing band. There wasn’t even
a music department.

That changed when Pres-
ident Charles P. Adams
asked a young faculty mem-
ber named Ralph Waldo
Emerson Jones to organize a
group of student musicians.

Jones, who would lat-
er become the legendary
president of Grambling
and affectionately known as
“Prez,” secured 17 instru-
ments from Sears and Roe-
buck and began teaching
students who, in many cas-
es, knew little about read-
ing music.

From those humble be-
ginnings came what would
eventually become one of
the most recognizable col-
legiate marching bands in
America—the World Famed
Tiger Marching Band.

Now, 100 years later, the
band stands as much more
than a university organiza-
tion. It has become part of
the identity of Grambling
State University and a sym-
bol of Black collegiate ex-
cellence recognized around
the world.

1950's Tiger Marching band

Building a Band

Those first years bore lit-
tle resemblance to the elab-
orate performances audi-
ences would later associate
with Grambling.

The fledgling musicians

THE DEPARTMENT OF VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS PRESENT

SEPT. 30-0CT.2|7PM
0CT:1-2 | 10 AM MATINEE

FLOYD L. SANDLE THEATER | CONRAD HUTCHINSON PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

$15 GENERAL ADMISSION
$7 12 YEARS AND UNDER
FREE GSU STUDENTS WITH VALID STUDENT ID

BY NEAL SIMON DIRECTED BY PROFESSOR KYLE T. ZIMMERMAN
ROMIAS WILSON AS FELIX ISADOR HOLLIDAY AS OSCAR KENNEDY HYATT AS CECILY
AVASINNIE AS GWEN JERMARION DRAKE AS VINNIE WILLE FLOWERS AS ROY
RODJ SUTTON AS SPEED KHALIL SMITH AS MURRAY
A FLOYD SANDLE PLAYERS PRODUCTION

(GRAMBLING

STATE UNITV

The Goldston Il G, 161 Clear Springs Drive, Grambling,
3 Beds / 2 Baths

EIRESTETEY

$254,522

learned their craft and
eventually moved from
concert chairs onto the

football field. In those early
days, some students actual-
ly played both in the band
and on the football team.

GSU Theatre Department to
Stage “Odd Couple” Play

he Grambling State

University Visual and

Performing Arts The-

atre Department is
excited to present our up-
coming play and would love
your help in spreading the
word. Would you be willing
to announce the produc-
tion on your social media or
other communication chan-
nels?

Please be advised that be-
ginning with this produc-
tion, the Department of Vi-
sual and Performing Arts
will be completely CASH-
LESS. All ticket purchases
must be made using elec-
tronic payment methods. A
ticket purchase link for tick-
ets:  https:/link.gram.edu/
odd.

If you would like to speak
with the Director of the
show, Professor Kyle Zim-

Free Refridgerator when using DSLD Mortgage

1,730 SQ FT

ST

When a musician was in-
jured playing football, Jones
himself was known to step
in and play his part.

By the 1930s, the band
was performing concerts
and dances in neighboring
communities.

As the program grew,

Jones recognized that it
needed full-time leader-
ship. A.D. “Sarge” King

was hired, followed by J.S.
“Pop” Lee and interim di-
rector Sheldon Booth.

Then, in 1952, Conrad
Hutchinson Jr. arrived at
Grambling.

His goal was ambitious:
make Grambling’s marching
band the “best band in the
land.” Under Hutchinson’s
demanding leadership, mu-
sicians were molded into pre-
cision marchers and enter-
tainers. Discipline, musician-
ship, showmanship and re-
lentless preparation became
hallmarks of the Grambling

merman, his contact information is zimmer-
mank@gram.edu or 318-274-2732.

For ticket information you may contact Stacy
Henderson at 318-274-2201 for more informa-

tion.

@
COLDWELL
BANKER

GROUP ONE
REALTY

Louisiana 71245

sound and style.

The transformation
would  eventually take
Grambling far beyond
North Louisiana.

The World Begins to
Take Notice

One of the band’s major
breakthroughs came in 1964
when Grambling performed
at halftime of the American
Football League champion-
ship game in San Diego.

Transportation  wasn’t
provided, so President
Jones reportedly paid for
chartered buses himself.

It proved to be quite an
investment.

The performance gener-
ated national attention and
invitations began arriving
from across the country.
The band earned another
nickname: “The Band That
Never Gets Tired.” Soon,
Grambling wasn’t simply
traveling across America. It
was going around the world.

A 15-member enter-
tainment group called the
“Mixed Notes” performed
for USO audiences in plac-
es including Pan-
ama, Puerto Rico,
Cuba, Korea, the
Philippines and the
Bahamas.

Then came one
of the biggest stag-
es in sports.

In 1967, Gram-
bling performed
during the inaugural
Super Bowl at the
Los Angeles Memo-
rial Coliseum. Eight
years later, the Ti-

DIRECT:

OFFICE: 318.362.0007
MONICAJONESHOMES@GMAIL.COM

gers returned to the Super
Bowl stage, performing at Su-
per Bowl IX in New Orleans.

Grambling had gone
from playing before small
crowds in rural Louisiana
to entertaining millions.

Taking Grambling
Around the World

The band’s growing rep-
utation also opened doors
internationally.

In January 1972, approx-
imately 150 members tra-
veled to Monrovia, Liberia,
for the inauguration of Pre-
sident William R. Tolbert.

Over 10 days, Gram-
bling musicians performed
at more than a dozen func-
tions before audiences that
included dignitaries repre-
senting scores of countries.

Later that year, the Ti-
gers traveled to Honolulu,
Hawaii. In 1976, they per-
formed in Tokyo for the
first Pioneer Bowl, begin-
ning a relationship with Ja-
pan that would bring them
back for additional perfor-
mances and festivals.

See History Page 8

ALBRITTON SERVICE CO.

(AST)

ELECTRICAL  HEATING » COOLING
GENERATDHS PLUMBING

3303 McDonald Ave
Ruston, LA

albrittonservice.com

O 318-251-0885

Air Conditioning

Heating

Generac generators

Plumbing -

Monica Jones

REALTOR®
318.791.9318

2120 Gypress Street
West Monroe, LA 71291

Licensed in Louisiana
Each Office is Independently
Owned and Operated

/N
DSLD

. Contact Anna Hodge
‘ 318-562-0476

Eligible for Quick Move In Incentive: 3.99 entry
rate, up to 12k in closing costs, free fridge (when
using DSLD Mortgage and Title) Must close by
12/31/26
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SPORTS

Grambling, Alcorn Set for
Homecoming Showdown

Staff Report
hen Gram-
bling State
takes the
field for

Homecoming on Octo-
ber 3, the Tigers won’t
just be playing before
one of their biggest
crowds of the season.
They’ll be facing a famil-
iar SWAC West rival that
has had their number in
recent years.

Grambling welcomes
Alcorn State to Eddie G.
Robinson Memorial Sta-
dium for a 2 p.m. kickoff
in a matchup that could
have implications in the
Southwestern  Athletic
Conference West Divi-
sion race.

As of September 20,
Grambling is 2-1 over-
all and has yet to play a
SWAC opponent. Alcorn
entered the weekend 2-1
overall and 1-0 in con-
ference play.

The Tigers opened the
season impressively, de-
feating Clark Atlanta
49-7 and Central State
48-26 before stepping up
in competition against
Big 12 opponent TCU,
which handed Grambling
a 63-7 loss. The Tigers
had a bye this weekend
and will face defending
SWAC champion Prairie
View A&M in the State
Fair Classic Septem-
ber 26 before returning
home for Homecoming.

Alcorn opened with a
56-7 victory over Miles
College, followed by a
49-3 loss to Southern
Miss. The Braves then
survived a 53-51 dou-
ble-overtime thriller

History From Page 7

That same year, more
than a million specta-
tors watched Grambling
perform during Ame-
rica’s Bicentennial ce-
lebration in Washing-
ton, D.C., where the Ti-
gers marched in the July
Fourth parade and per-
formed at the Washing-
ton Monument.

The once-small coun-
try band was now unmis-
takably international.

Becoming a Cultural
Institution

Grambling’s rise wasn’t
just about where the band
performed. It was about
*how* it performed.

Precision marching,
powerful music, dance,
athleticism and show-
manship turned halftime
into an event.

Preparation could be
grueling. Band members
trained for long hours be-
ginning in August, com-
bining marching, music,
conditioning and drills.
Hutchinson was known
to demand hours of prac-
tice for just minutes of
performance.

The philosophy was
simple: be the best you
can be.

That standard pro-
duced results.

In 1972, Grambling
won an organized “Bat-
tle of the Bands” com-
petition in Dallas against
several other collegiate
bands, taking the overall
trophy along with awards
for showmanship and

against  Arkansas-Pine
Bluff to open SWAC
play.

A Rivalry With History

Grambling and Alcorn
are certainly no strang-
ers.

The schools’ football
history stretches back
decades, with Grambling
holding a substantial ad-
vantage in the overall se-
ries. Grambling Athlet-
ics listed the Tigers as
leading the all-time se-
ries 47-25-3 entering the
teams’ 2024 meeting.

Recent history, how-
ever, has favored the
Braves.

Alcorn has won the last
three meetings, includ-
ing a 27-16 victory in
Lorman last season. The
Braves edged Grambling
17-15 in 2024 and 25-24
in 2023.

Before Alcorn’s cur-
rent streak, Grambling
delivered one of the most
decisive victories in the
recent series, defeating
the Braves 35-6 at Eddie
G. Robinson Memorial
Stadium in 2022.

Over the meetings re-
corded by Grambling
Athletics since 2012, the
Tigers hold an 8-7 advan-
tage. More important-
ly for this year’s match-
up, Grambling has been
particularly  successful
against Alcorn at home,
posting a 5-1 record in
Grambling during that

period.

That could make
Homecoming location
more than just a festive
backdrop.

Two  Teams  With

Something to Prove
Alcorn currently has

continuity.

The band’s sound was
preserved on recordings,
including the 1972 album
*Tiger Time*. Its image
reached television audi-
ences through nation-
al advertising, including
a Coca-Cola commer-
cial filmed in 1981 that
identified Grambling as
the “No. 1 Band in the
Land.”

The program also con-
tinued evolving visually.
Majorettes became part
of the organization in
the 1950s, and featured
twirlers followed. Wo-
men had been musicians
in Grambling’s earliest
band, and in 1977 female
performers again became
an integral part of the or-
ganization, including the
addition of the Orchesis
dancers.

Meanwhile, the band’s
numbers grew dramat-
ically—from Jones’ ori-
ginal 17 musicians to en-
sembles numbering in
the hundreds.

Always a Tiger

Perhaps the greatest
measure of the band’s
legacy, however, isn’t
found in stadiums, tro-
phies, commercials or in-
ternational appearances.

It is found in its people.

Generations of stu-
dents have learned that
wearing a Grambling
band uniform carries ex-
pectations: discipline,
preparation, teamwork,
excellence and pride.

And graduation doesn’t
necessarily end that con-
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the early advantage in
the SWAC West because
of its conference victo-
ry over Arkansas-Pine
Bluff. Grambling enters
its September 26 match-
up against Prairie View
A&M at 0-0 in confer-
ence play.

Preseason projections
also suggested there may
not be much separating
these teams. Stats Per-
form projected Gram-
bling third in the SWAC
West and Alcorn fourth,
while its Opta model pro-
jected 3.7 wins for Gram-
bling and 3.9 for Alcorn.

Alcorn has shown that
it can put points on the

nection.

Band alumni have tra-
ditionally returned to
Grambling, particular-
ly during Homecoming,
when former members
once again pick up their
instruments and recreate
some of the performanc-
es of years past.

That enduring bond
may help explain why the
World Famed is so deep-
ly woven into the fabric
of Grambling.

What began in 1926
with 17 instruments and
students learning the
fundamentals of mu-
sic became a band that
performed in major sta-
diums across America,
represented Grambling
overseas, entertained Su-
per Bowl crowds and per-
formed before presidents
and international digni-
taries.

One hundred years la-
ter, the story of the World
Famed Tiger March-
ing Band remains, at its
heart, a Grambling story.

It is the story of taking
something small and be-
lieving it could become
something extraordinary.

It is a story of disci-
pline, creativity, oppor-
tunity and generations
of young people carrying
forward what those first
17 musicians began.

From a little country
band in North Louisiana
to the World Famed Tiger
Marching Band.

Seventeen instruments.
One hundred years. One
extraordinary legacy.
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board, scoring 56 against
Miles and 53 against Ar-
kansas-Pine Bluff. But
the Braves have also
shown defensive vulner-
abilities, surrendering 49
points to Southern Miss
and 51 to Arkansas-Pine
Bluff.

Grambling has been
similarly difficult to eval-
uate because of the dra-
matic difference in its
competition. The Tigers
overwhelmed Clark At-
lanta and Central State,
scoring a combined 97
points, before managing
just seven against TCU.

That makes Gram-
bling’s September 26
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State Fair Classic against
Prairie View particular-
ly important. Facing the
defending SWAC cham-
pion should provide a
much clearer indication
of where the Tigers stand
against conference com-
petition.

Who Has the Edge?

On paper, this looks
like a close matchup.

Alcorn has recent his-
tory on its side, having
won three consecutive
games against Gram-
bling, including two de-
cided by three points or
fewer.

Grambling, however,
has history of another

kind working in its favor
— home field.

The Tigers are 5-1 at
home against Alcorn
in meetings recorded
since 2012, and this time
they’ll have the added
atmosphere of a Home-
coming crowd at Eddie
G. Robinson Memorial
Stadium.

Both teams have also
demonstrated the ability
to score against compa-
rable competition while

showing vulnerabilities
when facing stronger op-
ponents.
That creates an in-
triguing Homecoming
storyline:

Recent history says Al-
corn. Home-field history
says Grambling.

With the information
available now, the num-
bers suggest a game that
could go down to the
fourth quarter. Gram-
bling’s strong home his-
tory against the Braves
and the Homecoming
setting give the Tigers
some favorable factors,
while Alcorn’s three-
game winning streak in
the series gives the Braves
reason for confidence.

Before either team can
turn its attention ful-
ly to October 3, howev-
er, both have important
conference games Sep-
tember 26. Grambling
faces Prairie View A&M
in Dallas, while Alcorn
hosts Texas Southern.

The results of those
two games could tell us
considerably more about
what to expect when the
Tigers and Braves meet
in Grambling for Home-
coming.

pur home ready
colder weather?

A few steps now can help you prepare.

Could air be escaping?
Check windows, doors, outlets and your foundation for gaps.
Sealing air leaks can help keep warm air inside.

Is your heating system ready?
Regular maintenance by a qualified professional can help maintain
efficiency and reduce operating costs.

Are your alarms protecting you?
Test carbon monoxide detectors and smoke alarms regularly.

Do you use a gas fireplace?
Have it inspected annually by a qualified professional.

Would more predictable monthly bills help?
Levelized billing can help smooth seasonal changes by spreading
costs more evenly throughout the year.

Could you use extra support?
Explore available payment options and energy assistance
programs that may help with winter energy costs.

Don't wait for cold weather.

Prepare your home and budget today.
Visit DeltaUtilities.com or call 1-833-DELTA-99 to learn more.
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